
St. Mary’s Cemetery – West Lorne, Ontario 

-taken from the booklet written by Wilf Johnston, September 15, 1979 

 

 

In 1892, four town lots on William Street, a few rods back of St. Mary’s church, were 
purchased for a Catholic Cemetery.  The lots wee 15, 16, 17 and 18, and cost $110. 

The Cemetery was fenced, a gate put on and a cross erected in 1896, and officially 
consecrated. The first Catholic funeral took place in 1887 in the area and was that of Ann 
Cahill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cahill. Evidently, she was buried right behind the 
church as was her brother, Fr. Archiblad Cahill, the first Priest of the Parish who died in 1892. 
Fr. Cahill had been ordained July 25, 1891, and while in Genoa, Italy, contracted consumption 
and died June 29, 1892.  I read where his body was later interred in the new cemetery and I 
presume his sister’s body was also moved. 

There are tombstones with dates prior to the official opening of the cemetery.  Thomas O’Neill 
died in 1877. John Joseph Crehan died in 1878 at the age of one.  John O’Neill was buried in 
1895. Rose Ann Mellon, wife of Timothy Mellon passed away on June 10, 1894.  It is 
interesting to note that Timothy Mellon died in 1913 at the age of 103.  The above stones are 
all near the gate so evidently, they were buried as the cemetery site was cleared of tamaracks.  
John Garrett was buried just to the right of the gate on May 20, 1896. 

In May and June, 1944, the new section was opened. The fence was moved farther south.  A 
new cross was erected in 1953. From the records there were 133 burials from January 1963 to 
July 1978. 

For more than 30 years, Richard B. Dewsnap, was secretary of the Cemetery Board.  He did an 
excellent job of maintaining the cemetery. 

Ray Coleman succeeded him as Secretary of the Board in 1974. 

(Inserted by L. Joers:  Marie Begin followed, then Cidalia Coelho from 1992-2014, and then Dan 
Booth 2014-current 2019) 

Because of an increasing number of burials, Fr. John McMaster purchased two lots in 1965, 
from Duncan McGregor to enlarge the cemetery. 

Today (1978)  there are many new Canadians resting with the pioneers of the church. There 
are over 200 graves there on September 8, 1978. 


